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Summary Graphic – In one glance, this 
graphic should summarize your Message 
of the Day. This is the graphic portion of 
the thumbnail that will appear on the 
homepage. This graphic should be 
from one of the tabs.  
https://www.weather.gov/lot/weatherst
ory

● After scattered showers and storms through early afternoon, multiple 
rounds of storms will occur over the region mid-afternoon into evening. 

● The severe risk today for much of the area is a threat level 3-4 out of 5, 
with level 4 being fairly rare (averages about once every two years here).

● Main threats are tornadoes, hail, and wind, and some of these could be 
on the upper end especially in the red and orange shaded areas above.

● Strong west to northwest winds overnight-Sunday with gusts to 45 mph 
expected, with a possibility of some higher gusts

No major changes have occurred from previous issuance. An additional 
update is possible, but attention by partners should turn to watches 
and warnings,  Graphical NOWcasts, and other supplemental info.
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Significant Severe Storm Potential Today
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● The atmosphere supports the potential for 
significant tornadoes of EF2+ intensity. 

● Uncertainty remains in how far northeast 
this significant tornado threat will extend 
and if it will reach into the heart of the 
Chicago area, but confidence is high in 
this threat in the red-shaded area this 
afternoon into mid-evening.

● Storms will be moving very quickly: 
towards the northeast, making it 
challenging and potentially adding danger 
for any storm spotters.
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Tornado Outlook
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Note this experimental 
graphic is for north central 
Illinois, including Dixon, 
La-Salle Peru, Ottawa, 
Pontiac, and Morris



Graphics Depot  (example of what this would look like 
is below)
https://sites.google.com/a/noaa.gov/nws-cr-sgf/home/com
munication/graphics/weather-graphic-depot

Click here for instructions on how 
to create dynamically updating 
graphics for your local office 
templates. 
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Strong Non-Thunderstorm Winds Overnight - Sunday
Key Points

Information:

● Outside of thunderstorms, breezy southwest winds this afternoon and evening will 
have gusts to 25-30 mph.

● Winds are expected to strengthen late tonight through early Sunday morning with 
gusts of 45+ mph possible through Sunday.

● Winds will ease late Sunday afternoon into the evening.
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You may customize 
these gray areas on the 
page to fit your local 
office needs. However, 
we do suggest including 
some preparedness 
information along with 
important links to local 
resources for your 
partners (social media, 
local EM pages, EHWO, 
etc.) 

@NWSChicago NWS Chicago

 
This page is highly 
recommended

Info Boxes: 

Basic SVR

Flash Flood

Find Us On Social Media!

Flash Flood Preparedness 

Know your risk: Are you in a flood-prone area? Know your zone: www.fema.gov/flood-zones 
- If you are camping, know where you are relative to a creek or stream; they can become raging 

rivers during a flash flood with little to no warning. Have a NOAA weather radio and make sure 
it is tuned to the right transmitter. http://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr/Maps/index.php

- A Flash Flood Watch is issued when conditions are favorable for flash flooding. Time to 
prepare!

- A Flash Flood Warning is issued when flash flooding is imminent or occurring. Time to act! 
Never drive into flood waters! Turn around, don’t drown! 

Severe Thunderstorm Preparedness 

A Severe Thunderstorm Watch is issued when conditions are favorable for severe thunderstorms 
to develop. When a watch is issued, it is time to prepare and stay weather aware. 
A Severe Thunderstorm Warning is issued when a thunderstorm poses a threat to life or 
property. Now is the time to act! 
Have a NOAA weather radio handy and make sure it is tuned to the right transmitter: 
http://www.weather.gov/lot/nwr
How do I stay safe? Go indoors and stay away from windows. If you are caught outside, do not 
seek shelter underneath a tree – they are prone to lightning strikes. A hard-topped vehicle may 
offer some protection as a last resort. Do not touch the sides of the vehicle. 

All thunderstorms can be deadly: When Thunder Roars, Go indoors! 

Situation Report

Other Resources

• Check out our Weather Watcher webpage– ideal for someone in 
charge of monitoring the weather ahead of and during an event!

• Information on storm safety and storm preparedness
• Enhanced Hazardous Weather Outlook – helps you figure out 

which days you need to be mindful of hazardous weather!
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Tornado Preparedness Info

If the atmosphere becomes favorable for tornadoes, a Tornado Watch may be issued. A Tornado Watch 
means that any storm that forms in and around the watch area could produce a tornado and you should 
prepare to act if a warning is issued. 
If a storm is about to produce a tornado, or if one is occurring, the National Weather Service will issue a 
Tornado Warning. If a warning is issued for your area, seek shelter immediately. 

Shelter: Lowest floor, interior room of a permanent structure, preferably a designated storm shelter 
NOT a shelter: A mobile home, car, highway overpass or under any bridge

https://twitter.com/NWSKansasCity
https://twitter.com/NWSChicago
https://www.facebook.com/US.NationalWeatherService.PleasantHill.gov
https://www.facebook.com/NWSChicago/
https://www.facebook.com/NWSSpringfield
https://www.weather.gov/lot/weatherwatcher
https://www.weather.gov/lot/severeprepare
https://www.weather.gov/lot/ehwo

