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Hazards:  Wintry precipitation with accumulating snow; Dangerous cold. 
Temperatures will be favorable for the rapid accumulation of river ice. This may 
lead to ice jam formation. 

Areas Impacted:  Area wide, with impactful accumulating snow favored north of 
I-88

Timing & Duration:  
Snow: Thursday morning and Thursday evening
Blowing snow: Thursday night
Dangerous Cold: Friday through Monday; especially Sat. night into Mon.

Impacts:  Hazardous road conditions with the snow and blowing snow. 
Dangerous conditions for frostbite and hypothermia with the cold.

Certainty & Considerations: High confidence in travel impacts Thursday, 
low-medium on the timing of precipitation type changes during the day, but high 
in a changeover to snow and gusty winds Thursday night.  
 

Historical Perspective: This will be the coldest conditions in the region since 
January 2019, which was a record-setting period of cold. Conditions are not 
expected to be as severe as in January 2019.

Wintry Mix Thursday; Dangerous Cold this Weekend
Key Points
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Late Tuesday Afternoon
 - Wednesday Morning

Winter Storm 
Warning

Winter Weather 
Advisory

● Light precipitation will start off as snow for many areas, especially north 
of I-80

● Some light freezing rain may occur, though this is of low confidence
● Precipitation will change to rain Thursday afternoon for areas south of 

I-80 with high confidence, medium confidence for rain or a rain-snow mix 
to occur as far north as I-88

● Expect all areas to change to snow Thursday evening
● Strong winds to 35-40 mph will overlap snow for several hours which 

may create dangerous travel conditions

Thursday Precipitation Timeline
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Other Resources
• Winter Weather Safety & Preparedness – safety graphics and 

messaging
• Latest on this Event – forecast and observations graphics and links 

for this winter event
• Weather Watcher Webpage – ideal for someone in charge of 

monitoring the weather ahead of and during an event
• Enhanced Hazardous Weather Outlook – helps to determine which 

days you need to be mindful of hazardous weather
• NWS Headline Definitions

National Weather Service
Chicago, IL Situation Report
Tuesday, February 2, 2021 3:28 PM CST

Winter Weather Preparedness
Preparedness:

-A Winter Storm Watch is issued when conditions are favorable for significant winter weather and/or blizzard conditions. 
Time to prepare!
-A Winter Storm Warning is issued when a combination of heavy snow, blowing snow, and possibly ice mixed with snow is 
expected to impact the area. Time to act!
-A Blizzard Warning is issued when the combination of strong wind, low visibility, and heavy snow will significantly impact 
daily life. 

High Wind Facts and Preparedness 
Quick facts you should know about High Winds

-Wind gusts of 50-60 mph could cause some tree limbs to be blown down, as well as cause sporadic power outages.
-These winds will likely compromise outdoor tent structures.
-Driving high profile vehicles can be very dangerous.

Preparedness
-A Wind Advisory means that sustained winds (not associated with thunderstorms) of 30 to 39 mph and/or gusts between 
45-57 mph are expected for a duration of at least 1 hour.
-A High Wind Warning means that sustained winds (not associated with thunderstorms) of 40 mph or greater, and/or gusts 
in excess of 58 mph are expected for a duration of a least 1 hour. 
-A High Wind Watch means that sustained winds (not associated with thunderstorms) of 40 mph or greater, and/or gusts in 
excess of 58 mph are possible for a duration of a least 1 hour. 
-Use extra caution when driving, especially if operating a high profile vehicle. 
-Secure outdoor objects
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